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1). Asa member of theLincoln City Council it will be your responsibility to
prioritize spending between departments, programs, and services.

What isyour top priority for Lincoln? Getting back to the basics of fixing streets,
sidewalks, bridges and other infrastructurethat has deteriorated asthe budget has
tightened. We have a $200 million backlog of street and sidewalk work to be done,
with no hopein sight to begin to addressit. Also, fixing the structurally imbalanced
budget, which currently hasaroughly $8 to $10 million shortfall.

2.) TheLincoln Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors believes Road and
Infrastructure funding is one of the key componentsto economic growth for
Lincoln. Road and Infrastructure projects must be prioritized for areturn on that
investment and our community must devise a plan for long-term, general fund
commitmentstoward infrastructure building.

How will you prioritizeroad projects? | don’t believeit’sa councilwoman’sjob to
prioritize road projects—that isthejob of thecity professionals—but | believe we
should balance the needs of existing streetswith the need for new streets.

[AND]
How will you addressthe need for stable general fund funding for road construction
during your term? We need to look at possibly another roads bond issue proposal —
either abig one or a series of small ones, asthe mayor has suggested. We need to put
wheel tax dollarsback at work on streets other than Antelope Valley. And I've
proposed that we dissolve the RTSD and shift the tax to the general levy, which
would free up roughly $4 million ayear for city needs, including streets.



3). The City of Lincoln partnerswith the Lincoln Chamber of Commer ceto operate
the Lincoln Partnership for Economic Development. Asof today, the City’s
contribution for marketing Lincoln, retaining and expanding our current businesses
and actively recruiting new businessesto our area is $500,000. This money

lever ages a matching contribution of $500,000 from private businesses and
individuals.

Do you believethisisan appropriate level of economic development effort for the
city of Lincoln? Well, let’s put it thisway: | previously lived in a city about one-
fourth Lincoln’s population, and they had a local option salestax levy strictly for
economic development, which | believe generated about $2 million per year for
economic development —which can be used in variousways. TIF isnot alwaysthe
answer, and Lincoln needs mor e toolsto choose from at times. However, the city
must focus on creating well-paying jobs, not just jobs.

4). Lancaster County property ownerscurrently face a tax levy of $1.99-per-$100 of
valuation. Of that, approx. 28-centsor 14% goes into the city.

Do you believe the current overall levy istoo high, too low, or whereit should be? |
pay morefor cable TV than for city government, but of course nobody wantsto see
their taxes go up. Our levy was 52 centsin the 1990s, so certainly the city has been
committed to keeping taxes down, which is appropriate.

[AND]
Do you believe the City’scurrent levy rateisadequate to support Lincoln’s future?
No.... otherwise we wouldn’t be facing an up to $10 million budget gap right now,
plus a $200 million infrastructure backlog.

5). Lincoln iscurrently updating its Comprehensive Plan. The latest update
projects growth to the year 2040 and develops a L ong Range Transportation Plan to
deal with that growth.

How should Lincoln grow to the year 20407 | believe Lincoln should continueto
grow smartly and concentrically.

6). Previous Mayoral administrations and City Councils have set aside moniesfor
job creation in the Fast Forward Fund. The current guidelineslimit that funding to
be used for infrastructuredirectly related to job projects.

Areyou committed to protecting these fundsfor use for economic development?
Yes.



7). Citizens of Lincoln approved the West Haymar ket Arena and Development in
May of 2010. The project hasthe potential to be the catalyst for major economic
gainsand recruiting or retaining businesses and jobsto Lincoln.

Wer e you supportive of the Arena?
[AND]

Now that the project ismoving forward, what isyour vision for the area?

8). Why should members of the Lincoln Chamber of Commer ce support your bid
for elected office? Because Jonathan Cook has held the seat for 12 yearsand we
now have a $200 million backlog of street and sidewalk work to be done, and an up
to $10 million budget gap. He has not been willing to make the tough decisionsto
face up to these challenges and fix them, and if he hasn’t doneit in 12 years, he
won’t doitin 16. | will bringideasto thetablewithout fear of the next election.



